Congress of the nited States
Washington, DA 20515

April 3, 2017

Colonel Jumes P, Ryan

Commanding Officer, 157th Air Refueling Wing
Bldy 100, M2 Newmarket Street

Peane ANCGEH, NH 03803

Diear Colonel Ryan:

We write with reference o s complaint you received from the Freedom From Religion Foundation (FFRIF)
regarcing invocaticns led by chaplaing during Alr National Guard ceremonies at Pease ANGE,

Esmblished by Georpge Washington in 1775, the office of military chaplaincy was designed to serve those in
the armed seevices in o variety of ways, including offering & uniquely (aith-based perspective on life and death
innues, During consiceration of the Fise!' Yoer 2005 Nagional Dfense Alnthorigation At (NIDAA), Conpress
alfirmesd the spirital lesdership that chaplains provide 1o service members and military commanders alike a
well as the role that chaplsing play in fcilitating the free exerclae of religion,

As you know, these consclence peotections have been implemented by the Department of Delense through
two lnstructions: Deld] 130017, “Accommedation of Religious Practices Within the Military Services,” and
Dol31 1304.28, “Guidance for the Appointment of Chaplains for the Military Departments.” These
instructions make clear that expressions of beliel are protected within the bounds of good order and
discipline, Uneler these instnictions, no service member may discriminate or ke adverse pemonnel action on
the basis of these actions by a chaplain.

We are deeply invested in protecting the mission-critical role of chaplains in the United States military, As
auch, we were pleased o see the following statement from the Air Force in response to the FFRF complaint:

"The Air Foree ploves @ binh walue on the rights of ity sembers b olwerve the deneis of their respective reljgions ar io oberw
a0 religion af all. The Adr Farve is dedicaied to musintatiing an emsironseent in which peaply arn realiye their Mghest
potewtiad regaridiers of persmwad relgions or otber bedafs, Chapdaine froiide, Hpmdﬁ'ﬁn the frve mcerciie gl"nﬂrul il e
arlvwocate s free exercice for every nevmber of the Air Fovoe and the joint envivonsents, There are no Servioe resiviciions
prewenting idapdains from poaying acoording fo thet fasith trvdition, [ ceviain airoomitances we encaknge chaplains fa affer
initiitve propyers, Chaplaini have conisivntly fownd the means fo ririke a balence between the tenanty of theiv faith and the
weesls af the Airmien they serve, "

The religious guidance and service of military chaplains fills o fundamental spiriteal need for our troops,
promoting their opemtiona] readiness, success, and overall well-being, For that reason, chapluing have played
a central pole in the lives of our men and women in the Armed Serviees {or the last two hundeed and forty

years,

Among the most basic dghts that Americans enjoy are the free exercise of religion, free speech, and the
[reedom of msociation. The Establishment Clause exists to ensare that the government cannot alfimatively
impose or elevate one religion over another. However, it does not prohibit the government from referencing
religion altogether, nor does it require that government officialy prosctively serab all relipious references from
the public square. Rather, the Esmblishiment Clause ensures both that the government does not show
preference 1o a certain eeligion and that the government does not take sway an individual's ability 1o exercise

religion.
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coerce its citizens to support of participate in any religion or its exerase.” Teww of Greny o Galleng, 14 5. (L
1811 (2014). The Court went on to state that “an Estahlichment (lavse violation i not made out any tiue 2
person cxperiences a sense of affcont from the expression of contrary views .. " Id

The strong statement rom the Air Foree reinforces the policies and protections in plece for service members
and chaplains to frocly cxercise their religiously-informed beliefs, including the freedotn of chaplains to
adhere to the tencts of their faith as they perform and serve in all aspects of their mmnistry.

In today’s culture in which religious freedom is under atack, we want you 1o know that your positive decision
has not pone unnoticed. We look forward to working with you to protect the right to religous freedom for
our service members and chaplains,
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